[Testing of sensitivity of human tumours to cytostatics in a rapid in vitro test (author's transl)].
In a cooperative study the predictability of results of cytostatic treatment in patients with tumours using a rapid in vitro test was assessed in 9 university hospitals. Treatment of tumour patients (carcinomas of the ovary, bronchus and various localisations) was performed independently of test results. In vitro tests estimating proliferation-dependent action of cytostatics agree readily with clinical treatment results. Tumours responding badly to cytostatics in the test were also progressive clinically. Results of the rapid in vitro test may thus be used in the decision to perform or withhold cytostatic treatment.